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Come Join Us
on June 21
at 2 p.m.

For the next WCGHA Meeting

“The Battle of
Rock

Island”
By Dr. Troy Smith

We will meet in the Early Voting Room
located at the back of the Warren
County Administration building,

201 Locust Street

Mary Oaks, WCGHA President




PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Dear Fellow Members!

We were disappointed in the turn out
for Gratia Strother’s presentation on the
Methodist Archives last month. We
encourage our members to attend if
possible and invite visitors. Those who
did not attend missed an excellent
program!

We have another interesting program
planned for June and we hope that our
members will be able to attend.

We are almost halfway through the
year and July will be Show & Tell so start
making plans for something to share
with the group. It’s always a fun time!

Stop by and visit with us in the
Association office on Monday and Friday
between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.

We hope to see you on the 21st!

Calendar of Upcoming Events

Jun 11th—WCGHA Board of Directors

Jun 18th—WBMC’s Town Talk

Jun 21th—The Battle of Rock Island (the last
of the significant engagements of the
Chickamauga Wars) by Dr. Troy Smith

This day in June:

June 2, 1953 - Elizabeth II’s coronation took
place in Westminster Abbey

June 5, 1968 - Senator Robert F. Kennedy was
shot by Sirhan Sirhan at the Ambassador Hotel

June 6, 1944 - The D-Day invasion of Normandy
by allied troops took place to liberate France and
Western Europe from German occupation

June 11, 1987 - Margaret Thatcher became the
first British Prime Minister in 160 years to win a
third consecutive term

June 18, 1815 - British and Prussian forces led by
Field Marshal Gebhard Von Blucher and the Duke
of Wellington defeated Napoleon at the Battle of
Waterloo in Belgium




May 17,2025 Members Meeting

Our speaker was Gratia Strother, Archivist of the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
of the United Methodist Church, who also serves on the U.M.C.’s Southeastern Jurisdiction
Commission on Archives and History. She gave a detailed presentation of the clerical and
laic hierarchy of the Methodist Church, providing insight into the various historical church

documents that could be useful in our genealogical research.




A LETTER RECEIVED BY BONITA MANGRUM

Frederic POCHALNIM
20 rue Laennec
29850 GOUESNOU

France

Madame,

| am a french genealogist and | am researching the family of a soldier who died
in 1944 during World War |1 in Guipavas, near Brest, France, named Floyd William
Ir. Holder. My searches on "Findagrave" led me to contact you, Bernice Driver,
who recommended | write to you because you are related to this soldier. My
goal is to learn about his story, his descendants, or close family, in order ta trace
his life. Indeed, my town has a project to honor these American soldiers wha
died in combat, here in France, but more specifically in Brittany. 1 am attaching
the link to the project. The ultimate goal would be to welcome you, or semeans
in your family, to the inauguration of this memaorial.

Thank you in advance for your invaluable help.
Sem you soon.

WMemorial project @ hitps:/Saeny gouesnou-us-marmarial.oom/




FROM THE MEMORIAL WEBSITE

The work depicts a life-size sculpted American
soldier, an exhausted soldier sitting on a pile of
stones, holding his rifle in his hands.

His bayonet rests beside him. Behind his back
stands a monumental door on which the names
of all his comrades in arms are engraved.

A door, a symbol of freedom, of transition, of
the passage from darkness to light, of the heavy
sacrifice of these men who came from the other
side of the Atlantic to drive out the enemy and

help us regain our freedom.

Jean-Philippe Drevillon, sculptor

During the summer of 1944, more than 200 American soldiers
fell in the commune of Gouesnou in Finistere, between the
first day of the siege of Brest and the battles of Bourgneuf-

Fourneuf and Kergroas.

As part of the celebration of the 80th anniversary of Victory,
so that their sacrifice is never forgotten and the tragedies of the
past are not repeated, the City of Gouesnou has decided to

erect a memorial in honor of these Freedom fighters.

Thanks to your support, this monument will honor the
memory of each of these men and offer families a true place of

remembrance.

Stephane Roudaut,
Mayor of Gouesnou




During World War II, Brest was liberated from German occupation on
September 18, 1944. Before reaching Brest, several battles took place
on the outskirts of the city, notably in Gouesnou between August 7 and
September 4, 1944, notably on two strategic points known as "strong
points": the ridge lines of Bourgneuf-Fourneuf and the fortified farm of
Kergroas. Two American infantry divisions were engaged in these bat-
tles and many American soldiers lost their lives.

To reconstruct the story of the events and identify the military and
civilian victims, the City of Gouesnou initiated an investigation with
the help of numerous partners.
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The Bookshelf by Mary Don Bixby

Sometimes we rediscover books on our shelves that are true classics worthy of a new look. This is
certainly the case with Tennessee - A History 1673 — 1932.

This title is a four-volume set, published in 1933 by The American Historical Society, Inc. It was written
and edited by Philip M. Hamer, Ph.D. who was a professor of history at the University of Tennessee. This
set was donated to the WCGHA by Bonnie Davis.

Volumes I and II describe the land, politics, farming, industry, war, transportation and many more topics.
Volumes III and IV are both filled with short biographies of Tennesseans. All four books are beautifully
bound and published with high—quality paper and wide margins and are filled with photographs of people

and places.

In the Foreword the publishers stated the following:

“Dr. Hamer’s name as author furnishes all necessary evidence as to the quality and scope of the history of
Tennessee that is planned and that is tentatively outlined in these pages. All that remains for the publishers
is to pledge the cooperation of an organization highly trained in the production of historical works, to the
end that the State may have a history worthy, in content and form, of its proud record. No effort will be

spared to make the present work one unsurpassed in its field.”

In Hlemory Of

MAURINE CRIM SIMPSON
DECEMBER 14, 1923 — MARCH 26, 2025

TN U

Levy Simpson on May 1, 2025




In Hemory Of

GARY BRUCE PACK
NOVEMBER 26, 195] — OCTOBER 18, 2016

———TN U

Remembered by:

Bernice Williamson Driver on May 2, 2025

DR. NORMAN WAYNE RONE
DECEMBER 10, 1935 — MAY 12, 2025

Remembered by:

). B. and Ann Brown on May 30, 2025




Office News

May was a busy month for our office volunteers. Mary Oaks and Mary Don are our Monday regulars and
Bonita and Evelyn are our Friday regulars. Ann is usually there both days for the Warren County
Archives in addition to the Association. Also in this month were Barbara Bates, Freda Clifton, Marie
Blair, Susan Driver, Chris Keathley and Jimmy Haley. We logged a total of 206 volunteer hours this

month!

Research

Ronny Roberts — Dixie Roberts; Kyle & Claire Wille — Stallings and Coca Cola; Lauren Vazquez
— Weaver Cemetery; Jeff Hinkley — William Clarence Cunningham; and L. J. Skillman — Tubb,

Bates and Parton.

Contributions—Photo Archives

Holmes Hotel — South Pittsburg Historical Society, Inc.
School Play—Livy Simpson

Group of Men and Grizzle Home Pen & Ink—Lynette Moore
Contributions—Resource Library

Hancock’s Diary — Bernice Williamson Driver
Historical Preservation Overton Retreat, The McGregor and Overton Families

— Carol Menth
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