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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR

June of this year will mark the 150th anniversary of the death of

pioneer Warren County, Tennessee settler, William “Rock” Martin.
Because of this anniversary a good deal of genealogical and

historical information has been included in this issue of the WCGA

Bulletin. “Rock” Mattin, ancestor to many descendants, (possibly

numbering in the thousands) resided much of his long life in the

Mud Creek Community of Warren County, Tennessee. His

landmark home, which still stands about seven miles from

McMinnVille, was built about 1825 and is in relatively good shape

considering its age. The home is presently owned by William

“Rock” Martin descendant, Raleigh Miller who purchased the home

and acreage on that side of Highway 70 at the estate auction of his

uncle, E.Q. “Tip” Miller in November 1990 (Thanksgiving Day).

The auction began at 9:30 am. and I attended later in the day to

photograph. I left my vehicle at the nearby Shiloh Cemetery and

walked to the brick mansion and took photos inside as well as

outside the house. As I was taking photos outside the home Raleigh

Miller came to lock up and gave me a personal tour of the house,

which he had just purchased, before driving me back to my vehicle
at the cemetery. Several years ago while I was researchng at the

Tennessee State Library and Archives in Nashville I searched for an

Tn: 011. Commnumx Ar Monum-
VILLE—WB were honored‘ yesterday by
a. (all fmm Cal. Josiah E,.Morfo::d, M115-

ter .qf Chancery 111'. Méllinnvflle.
The oil well owned by Maj S. D. Row;

an took. $611131: Eridaf,night; es-wns re-
ported, and burned with fearful fury, not-
withstandihg the inost rigorous efl'orta to
extihguish the flelhee, uinlildeylight ne'xt'
morning. Some oil men consider this an
unmistakable indication ofoil, while oth-
erathink it betokens only the presence.of
11111: water. -Thebonnghas hcenresumc'd;

_1_m_dwill no doubt be prosecuted with
figm- until the question of oil'15 decided.

1111'. Rock1111111111 111111111; 115 hewas
411051 commonly called, an old citizen of
Warren county, died 1115: week.
‘ '_Col. Morford speaks hopefully of the
future, and looks to time :15 1110111111151.

'xemcdy for the evils, politicaland pecu-
piuty, which 111111111 the people.
 

—obituary for Warren County News Column published in the

‘ 1 r 1 1 William “Rock” Republican Banner, Nashville, Tennessee,

( , H. A N CER\ bAL 1‘1 Martin which July 11, 1866, page 3.

 
l.'\

“'arn-n l‘ounly. Teulu-mu-e.

( XII 'l'llnlEh‘ANltANl) R111: AL‘KIT- HF
1.111111 (11 Le 10:11 on

‘l'neuiny, 2i": day of January. I863.

M the lnle 10-111mm 1.21 \1 n1- Mert111.1lemuo-l
1n \\umn 1'1 1111111. and 1-11 Ibo 5:11:11 rum. lend
1111' {mm M1\hnnullMoSrana. 111111 «nun 111111."
rr1m1hr- f-1rmcr MIN:
ln 1111c1lirnro 11 11 decree 111 the (hhnwry

(hurt nt .\ic.\llnntillo.Tenn. rendered 1n the
1111011111 W.Mnrt1n and others 11mm the
hu. r11 1)! ‘\111.‘\111rlin.1lorcnsed [will sell 111 the
11110101an and place, all of the lands belunama
11111111 hurl of ”11! deceased. 1011:1511“ of 11101
I- “~- 111' \nlx1nble Fnrmmw Land! 11111.11 have
been dundcd end will be 11.111 1n I113. or 11“ 111-
(other,1011.111 pnrvhmen
L t .\1.- l. cnn'lstinz nt 05- Mus invludm:

the rc Bnrk Mansion ll1:1=c. nm-buu'u .ml
orwhtun etc
I01 N1»: contain”?! u-ns
lnl N11 . conuim3‘6 nrrc‘
Ln! No 1 10111111111121.1111,
Trlus ur .“~ 11.ne and two 111p crelit

0.11191rI!) rub. Bond and secunl' 111.1111?
ant 11 l1cn retained. Minimum 1'11netinn.
per nor". 1?. .101“ORDJ,(#:1111110!
B '1‘ 811.12% I).C

1ln1~_1 41-:  

would give pertinent, genealogical and historical information

on him but was unable to locate one. Instead of a detailed

obituary, I did however locate in the July 11, 1866, page 3 issue

of the Republican Banner, Nashville, Tennessee, a Warren

County, Tennessee news column which contained a notice of

death for “Rock” Martin. The death announcement listed him as

“Rock Island Martin” which I had never seen before; I had only

seen references to him as “’Rock’ Mattin”. As of Apnl 2016

one Warren CountyiMcMinnVille Pioneer Family Certificate

has been issued to the following William “Rock” Mattin

descendant: Thomas Martin Hunter, Jr., Heisson, Washington.

If you directly descend from “Rock” Mattin or any other
pioneer settler who was in Warren County no later than the

1820 census you may obtain a Warren CountyiMcMinnVille

Pioneer Family Certificate by completing an application.

Applications may be obtained online at

www.tngenweb.org\wcgatn or at the Warren County,

Tennessee Genealogical Association Facebook page or at the

WCGA office at 201 Locust Street. There is a $10 application

processing fee + $3.50 shipping for the certificates.

Chris Keathley, WCGA Bulletin Editor,

210 E. Main St., McMinnville, TN 37110
southernmuseum@f1'ontie1'.com

Advertisement, Nashville Union and Dispatch, Nashville,

Tennessee, December 31, 1867, front page.


