
CHAPTER I

John N. Alexander
 (1820/23 - 1894)

&
1st – Eliza ?
 ( ? – 1858)

2nd – Catharine E. Vanatta

                            

(1833 – 1906)

John N. and Eliza had the following children:

1. Amanda C. Born 1847.

2. Algeline Born 1850.

3. Eliza J. Born 1854.

4. Mary J. Born 1856.

John N. and Catharine had the following children:

1. Ritta Ann Born  1861.  First  child  born  to  John  and  Catharine.  Married  Samson 
Samuel  (Samp)  Alexander.  Lived  on  Clinton  Street  during  the  1900 
census for Nashville Ward 8, Davidson County, TN. Samuel worked at 
the Dyer Cotton Mill.
Ritta  Ann lived with her  daughter  Annie and her husband Douglas  V. 
Payne  in  1920  on  Anderson  Street  at  Tullahoma  Township,  Coffee 
County, TN.
Listed  as  Anna  Alexander,  age  69  on the  1930 census  for  Tullahoma 
Township,  Coffee  County,  TN.  She  is  living  on  Polk  Street  with  her 
daughter  Annie  and  husband  Douglas  Paine.  Douglas  is  listed  as  a 
Bookkeeper for the railroad office. Annie and Douglas were married Dec. 
7, 1912 in Chattanooga, Hamilton Co. TN.

Children:
Ernest E. - Born Dec. 1878.
Charlie - Born Sept. 1881.
Bessie L. - Born Jan. 1886.
Annie R. - Born July 1890. Married Douglas Vertner Payne. As 

of  09/12/1918  they  lived  at  219  Anderson, 
Tullahoma, Coffee Co. TN. He was 32 years old and 
born on May 8, 1886 and listed as an Accountant. 



This  information  was  from  his  WW1  Draft 
Registration Card. Douglas died Nov. 29, 1965.

Dossie Dorsey - Born May 1894.

2. John Vanatta - Born August 19, 1862. Died 1935. Married First to Darthula Pickett on 
January  22,  1891 DeKalb,  TN.  Died  March  6,  1935 in  Titus  County, 
Mount  Pleasant,  Texas.  Buried  at  Murphree,  Concord,  Jones  Chapel 
Cemetery.

Children of John and Darthula:
Maud - Born  March  1891.  Died  03/05/1970.  Married  C. 

Harrison Farler.

John V. married second to Mary Elizabeth Wilkerson (1870-1952): Mary 
is buried at Fitzhugh Cemetery, Forest Grove, Collin County, Texas.

Children of John and Mary:
Charlie McKinley - Born Sept. 22, 1896. Died Dec. 26, 1986.
John Newman - Born 06/12/1898. Died 1994.
Edd Lee - Born 05/22/1900. Died 12/12/1978.
Bert Ray - Born  06/04/1904.  Died  07/10/1976.  Married 

Viola Furgerson.
Lula Mae - Born 1907. Married Bert Peel.
Thomas Jefferson - Born 03/11/1910. Died 09/29/1997. Married 1st to 

Ruby Cline & 2nd to Elsie Furgerson.
William Anderson - Born  05/06/1913.  Died  04/11/1977.  Married 

Louise Clark.
Lenor May - Born  09/01/1915.  Died  12/03/1999.  Married 

Boyd Obier.

3. Laura Francis - Born 1864. Married Wingate Martin Oct.28, 1882 at Dekalb County.

4. Naomi - Born 1866.

5. Malissie Catherine - Born 1871. Died 1961. She is buried at Cedar Grove Cemetery in 
Lebanon, Wilson County, TN. Married James Turner (Jim) Quarles on 
Dec.14, 1892 at DeKalb Co. TN. According to the 1910 census for Dekalb 
Co. this would be J.T. Quarles 3rd marriage, he is listed as being 74 years 
old and Malissie being 39 and they had been married for 19 years and had 
the following children.

Children:
Maud - Born abt. 1890.



Jessie - Born abt. 1894.
Robert - Born abt. 1896.
Bryant - Born abt. 1899.
Perlie - Born abt. 1906. (daughter)

6. Moses H. (Mose) - Born Dec. 8, 1878. Married Daisey Dean Starnes abt. 1902. Daisy died 
Jan. 21, 1968 in Collin County, Tx. Daisey’s parents were William Penn 
Starnes and Hester Francis Scott. Hester was born April 26, 1864 in 
DeKalb Co. Tennessee.

Children:
William N. (Bill) - Born  Dec.21,  1902  at  Tennessee.  Died  Jun.  11, 

1969  at  McKinney,  Tx.  Married  Thelma  D. 
Browning, born 1908, died 1996. Residence was 
at  Princeton,  Tx.  Both  are  buried  at  Melissa 
Cemetery, Melissa, Tx. Son – Ernest Glenn born 
Feb.  14,  1929,  died  Mar.  11,  1930.  Buried  at 
Melissa Cemetery.

Ernest Hughston - Born June 22, 1905 at Alexandria Tn. Died Sept. 
5,  1982  at  Sherman,  Tx.  Buried  @  Ridgeview 
Memorial  Park,  Allen  Tx.  Married  Areba  Jewel 
Scott born July 7, 1902 in Collin County, Tx. Died 
June 26, 1983 at McKinney, Tx.

Bertha - Born abt. 1909. Married ? Kirkland. Austin, Tx.
Johnny - Born abt. 1915 (daughter)
Paul - Born abt. 1919.
Guy Columbus - Born February 7, 1921 at Anna, Tx. Died June 30, 

2007 at Farmers Branch, Tx. Married Lorene 
Robinson in 1942.
Sons – Sherman & Nancy Alexander of Farmers 
Branch,  Tx.,  James  Jackson  Alexander  of 
Texarkana,  Tx.  Daughter  –  Nancy  &  Shelby 
Wright of Union, Miss.

Weldon Leon - Born Dec. 25, 1928 in Melissa, Tx. Died Feb. 1, 
2005 in Lewisville, Tx. Married Joyce E. Lawson 
on Jun 14, 1952 in McKinney, Tx. Son – Stephen 
P. Alexander of Carrollton, Tx. Daughter – Lisa & 
Robert White of Fort Worth, Tx.



References:
(1) WWII Army Enlistment Record for date Sept 16, 1940 shows the following information; from Davidson 
County TN. Single without dependents.
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