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Jmmcxdenf Lnom eonversation reconded at Ganland, Jexas, Decemben 28, 1978, Par i
parufﬁ Chanden Mckinley Alexander; hin wife, Grace Mozon Alexander; hir aon, Leon
Douglar Alexanden; and Leon's daughten, Judy Alexanden Johnavn Maplea. '

Jm:
(A:

iz
(A:

an:

(A:

: Jhe second. Jhe second batch ulf hida.

Now you see, that's romething § didn't know.
§ found that out on the cenaua. vevvesifllexanden. Did gou ever hear &
Nathaniel on Nathan? There are fuo names on here that could have been youn
grandpa s daddy, and 9 don't bnow whick one it ia. One of them ia named Jhonan
and one of them in named Jraac. Have you ever heand eithen one of those nam +?
Ko,

9 think it var Jhomas.
9 do too.

Maybe that 'y who Jhomas ia named afien. {Ae..xfe.nmce. {o
boclher 1o Chanli€

om H,"f__,r:a g.zf{" ‘

Night have been. :
9 hnihe. come. from Sneland. A flannel-mouthed Snirhnan trom Snelard.  Jus:
Like granny come from Geamany.

Whene waa ahe bonn’

At Mubhonia , Genmany,  ((A wable o furninh apelling of nam
ol toun but sayr i sounds Life rachHOM ~un.  (ould && poanibly be Mannheim? ]
She uma Dutch. She waan't a Geaman. What they call a Geaman Dutchi

Black Dutch.

She wan Dudch. Dutch and Sninh in oun tuw bloods. That's the nearon 9'n a0

mean to fight, ia that Gninh.
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gn:  See that? Jhat's youn daddy. Jhat’s youn daddy aight there.

(A: fJohn Vanatte? (pronounced vuh-NAT-ze —- atnesred ayllable rhymes with "hat")

gm:  Jhat's him. Your grandfather was a wagonmaken.

(A: He could make anything they told me.

h: Hene he war a cabinet maker. Jen yearn loten he wan making cabinets inatead of
wagena. '

(A: 9 you'd seen the houre Gnanny Lived in when ahe died, you'd have awone
he could have made. angthing. (edan, aolid cedan. Wood about that wide ard
about that thick, and it was noiched al the connenn, and it ahowed ned .i.....
Some cedan fades out vhite. And hen fence, on the west aide of thirteen acren,
war cedar rails. And he made thai, WNow old man Luke Simpaon told me that.

(A: My grandmother wasr a Vanaite, and ahe had nome folks vhen we come to Jexan.
We Lived on aome of hen - anyhow, he war @ Legialaton of Jennerrce.
Hatelulest man 9 even met. 9 was aboul nine on len years old. 9 necollect hen
very well. She couldn't talk Like we do. Mog,  hog (pronsuncen firat tine an
Thawg, " second Line ahynen with "bog, cog, jup"). She didn't talk thein ateff,
you know, from over yonder. Sevil Vanalle waa a alale leginlaton, That was
hen MDD s @ man of about Pifly, ouned o nice farm. (nueleat man
thene even wan with atock. He had a boy and a pirl and hia wite, and they had
a nice, line vhite houre and about eighly on a hundred acnes of in betuween
tuo mountaina Lihe that. And doun hene a cnech went down thaough yorden.

gm:  Whene?

Gd: Jhat was Jennersee, whene he's talking about.
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That was hea - - bournd o be - - that ia - - 9% couldn’t have been hea baothen.
They were tvo goung.

What part of the country uma it wn?

Jhat waa Alexandria.

Jhat's about as far ar 9 know, for 9 neven heard - - She died in 1906. And
grandpa, #'n veny Little 9'LL know, although he muat to = - Jhey told me he war
in a vheel chain thinieen yeaur afien he come oul of the anmy A homse bnoke
hia leg. He waa ahot in the heel in the war. But he wan erippled in the - -
A honse hicked him. And he set in a wheel chain, and aolled anound, and wonked
of thin businers, hia irade. 9 neven did see him. 92 was tuw years befone

9 yan bonn. And Granny, ahe died in 1906. Buat wan a year old. [refens o
baothen o? (A) Acconding to hia papern he wan luw years old, boan in 1904,

But he waa boan in 1905, for 9 wred {o go Lo hen Avuse, about tuwo miles from
where we Lived, routhuest, around fo Granny'a old place. And atant oud fightin
anahen and bulla and goata ard eveaything. We wan foting two gallon buckets of
milk and about lwo pounda of butten. Well, 914 ged there fon the moat with the
butten bul the milk waa just about half gone when 9 gl thene.

He wan dainking it on the uay. '

Hen neighbors, if she could conlact aome of them - -

She'a got aome of them.

Have yu got a (ompton’ Old man Yim (ompion. But he's been dead fon yeara.
war a nich man.

Overall? An Overall? Lart name Oveaall? (ao aud ible anawen) Jhene wes a
Quarela.

9 forgoi one. Jhe man thal wer on the fanm on the. weat sdde of hen. 9 can’t
think of hia name.
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What about Quaneln?

Qualls, Jhat war L'.I'ncie Jim, Haa 2o be, 'egune he war an old man when him and
Aunt Liz mannied. That's Dad's ainten, Lissie, and Uncle Jim Qualls. And
they had three bogs, God bleas thein Little hearts, 9'd Like to hill then
again. Urcle Jim was anothen one of the cruel devila. Ard him and Uad - -
Gnandpa - - waa on the wnong aide in the wanr. They couldn't meet and aet doun
and talh Like we do. Jhey'd be hilling each vthen. Jhe Red Anmy -- no, i
waan't the Red Army. Hathauay had the Red Anmy. Jhere uwan three bunchea,

The Nonth and the South, the Gney and the Blue, and then the Reds. Hlatfield
aun the burhwhackenr. Arid 9've neen the man that hilled him. And
when he come to Zoun, allen he come back vul of the wan, he painted one boot ned
20 romebody'd ray aomething about it and he'd get to kill him, Jhat's the way
he war, You aay romething about the Reda - - And Hathaway, he had apies out
2oo, Liatening to ree whal you hnow about i, you rce. Bul he died vut. 0ld
man ((olumbus Vick war manakall at Smithville. And Hathavay come Zo town on one o
hia big aprees with hin boot painted. And thia maumhall had a = - been in the
van againat him. 9've reen old man (olunbua, head was just an white aa 4now,
80 on 90 yeans vld, but he went to amneat Aim, and when Hathauway went, he neven
did get his hand out of Aia pocket. UOld (olumbus Vick juat filled him full.
Died night there on the floon in a aaloon. 9've heard him and Dad talk about
it, ond Dad aaid, "That's the man night there, (hanlie, that killed Hathauny.
TJhat's him right thene.” JSaid, "He's a nice man. Hle'a quiet, nice-apoken.”
Jhey'd have tuv groupa of fairs there. Juat eveaybody'd come to Alexandrig,
gathered on the creek out yonden, and nobody waan't allowed a gun, noi even the
sheniff. The shenift couldn't carny a gun withoul he war going after somebody.
But they would fist you and elub you till - - - Y you waa found on the

atneet dnunk, you'd had il. And you caught a wman coming doun the atncet
ndding a honre Like they do now ahe’d
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had it. Smoking, if they amoked they amoked a pipe. And evergbody brought hia

oun eats, for you couldn’t get nothing in Alexandnia, And it war bigger

than Rockuall. You couldn't get nothing LiLL 12, then go oven to the hotel

and eat all yu could eat, 35¢. Old barn bell, well 9'd alap it. 9

wan nine yeans old. Wonked doun thene. 9've got a pictune of it in me, and

that's the way it ir. 9've pictuned it out, bul Bill Alec, he's been back

b on thace Limen. And he aagr, "9 ain't Like you think it in" Well, he

hadn't mowed them hilla,

Bill who? Which one?

Unele Mose’s BLLL.

Oh. O.K.

He ataga on the avad, you hnow, fon a veek; and didn't hnow uhere Granny and

Grandpa was bunied.

Where ane they bunied?

They're bunied about two milen vul, weal of town. Un the old - - one man owned

the nvad from Snithville to Nashville. John Ovenall ouned the - -

You don't know the name of the cemefery, do you?

Simpaon. Simpaon was on the weal. fnd Luke Simpaon. 9 don't know uhat he done

but he'd akin your hoad with a atick. JThey war jual Like they are nou.

Did he undenntand what the name of the cemeteny waa?

You don't rememben the name of the cemeleny, do you?

No. 9 don't gueas ib uan named. 9% waa just a 1ild on the aide of the highuay.

Ard the highuay had @ fence from one end bo the othen on both aides. But if

you had a home, your fence atuck to your paopenty. Youn propenty uan fenced.

08 wan atock lawn, Every bik of it '(ause Ovenall did't want a bunch of
atuff, 'cawre he had @ tollgate on hia nvad every 12 milea, And you paid

Lelranrt ! :
on that aé.ugz. You'd get on al Nanhville. , Watentown, Alexandria, Jmdh-

: GM.E-G‘LU "'.‘l . % il
ville, , on info the Smohier. P fnow; Yve been vver the thing
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afoot. A hundred feet wide, a hunired fect wide and rolid nock. Where it uman’t
all roch, ﬂie.y’cf beat ‘em up - - manhed them in and made it aock, Jhe old 50¢ a
day, and Dad wouldn't wonk ot it He war a atone maron, built aoch  fence,
chimneys, Hluea, and hired Unele Jim Qualls, Unele Jaglon Blye, and Uncle Dim
Nantin, Now he had one brothea-in-law heae aé Royce (ity. One of hir aiaters
Lived over there. Jhey owned 200 acnea of Lland. And they're bunied ovea thene.
Aunt Sanak Holland. And (Charlie. (hanlic gotl killed in Rockuall, and they had
a crazy ginl - - who waan't crazy bui ke growed up in alze but not in mind.
That's all O can figure. But § can't Pigune whai Scott Vanatie would be -- 50
yeans old —- would be. Hen nephen? Gnanny's nepheu?

9 don’t hnow. -

She was about 80 when ahe died. Hea neighbon thene, Buck Vantreece, but 9 don’t
hnow whethen he ouned ihe famm on noi.

Vanireece. Jhere's anothen name.

9've not heand it; 9've read it.

Well, Lena twold Judy that yet one of the boys, you knwow, of y'all, was boan around,
what? Bonham® Advund Bonham. Whick one waa that, that war bonn ai Bonham?

One of who'a boys?

One of gou brothens.

Jhat'a Uncle Bill.

Bill? Where wan Bill boan?

Ok, Bill uas born - and all boan -- up in (ollin (ounty. fMelinsa. And Bill uar
born in Hund (ounty. And Lena in Huni (ounty. They done it a year olden a0 they
could get paid guicken.

Where was Uncle Jom boan’

Up there at Melinsa, right noath of there. 1710. 3 necollect very well. Now Bill
wan bown — now Let's ace. Now Lula wan boan in 1907 on the Scott Vanatte place.
Jhat wan the yean - ahe wan about 6 weeks old -- when we come Lo Jexaa. You can
Figune. back about 6 wweela, We come in the 7th of Auquat. We landed in Melinsa
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the 7th day of Auguat with anothen one of Daddy's -- he war mannied fwice --

with hia -- Ais -- brothen-in-Law.

Aunt Lula in y'all’s ainten, night?

Yea.

The. only hid was Herrison -- by the othen masniage == aight?

Yea.

He had one but 9 never did hnow what hea name wves.

Aunt Maud, wean't if?

She died. Mo, no. Uk, geah, yeah.

By the paevivus manriage.

Yoah, What wan hen —- Pichett, Pichetl uar hen name. Hia finat wife vas a Picketi
She wan my half-aisten, Maud. She died here fwo on three yeans ago romewhere about
Naahville.

Who's Linat wife war a Pickets?

Aia Daddy.

Jalk to her about meddling and meaning with thia family tree. Suppose aome of
them's atill Living and not dead - hanging up there by their tails and wondening
af me.

But 9 hnow when they wan bonn, but 9 won't argue with them, becaure they got you=g
out yonder. John == biggert hypocnile that even went o Mireral Wells. he
wan born in '98.. And {dl was bonn in (900.

Wene they both buan in Jenncanee’

Yep.

Well, § hnew(dd waa, but 9 didn't know about lncle John.

And when that war all taking place, Jenneasce didn’t have but about thace couniies
in the whole atate, Smith, Dekalb and Wilson. And they all joined, pointed in
towand Alexandria vas the centen.
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Did you even go to Jemperance Hall, Jennersee? 9t'a up in the nonth pant of
Dekall (ounty.
And we had some mone bin folka, bui 9 can't even think of their naome.
Jhe Jalleya.
Did you undenntand what ahe raid?
Ho, 9 didn's neally’ Whae?
Why don’t you ask him if he's even been iv Jemperance Hall, Jennessee?
Jempenance Hall, Jennessce. flave you -- do you hnow vhere it waa?
Jemperance Nall?
Yeah.

yeah, 9t war close fo Alexandria. 94 wasn't too far.
Yeah.
And these wes a nailwad that come out of N¥ankville, the Jennensee Sentinel,
come aight down faom Vanhville, thnee milen noath of Alexandria, and they
wouldn's wre if, becaure they had a tunnpike and a atagecoach. They wouldn't
even ship atulf and stop thene. Brunh (neck, they wouldn’t atop there.
Jhene wean’t nothing to pull off on get on. They went on thaough to --
9 don't hnow what loun -- on into the Blue Hilla.
Did you ever hean of (harlea and Mone Vanalte thal were aiage drivens?
No. Have you got Mothen’s hinfolks, hen dadiy and them. Jhat'a about all 9
can tell you aight thene, honey, vn thal.
Jhey wene hen bavthers.
9 don’t recollect nany a one of hea brothens -- hea riatens eithen.
She’s got them liated in that pape thea, dadly.

: Well, if gt be .tf.;ﬁf. as f_,a.& as 9 hnow.

Yeah. She wanted to hnow o gou bnew anything aboul them.
Becaune this ia the only thing 9 have hen Linted anr wn {Lizabeth.
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9 can't even tell you §randpa Wilkenaon’s finat name. How he had three boya.
There wan Jack and John. John uwas the oldest, then Jack, then Ollie. Mother
had @ ainten that got killed. And John made a big evangelint preacher. And
Uncle Jack made a honne thief, 9 guess. 9 ain'l acen fack row aince 1905,

when Grandna Wilkerson died. But to tell you hia finai name now, 9 can't do
it. What have gou got? '

John.

John. Weld, that mual be night, ’cause he'd natunally naome hin boy John.

Jhey waa men 25, 30, 40 yeann vld when 9 necollect them, aee? Jhey'aﬂ'l.;;ueﬁ'mg
there af a Little health neaont. And Snandma, let me see.

She manied a Wilkerson. Jhat's those -- all those boys wan Wilkersona. Don't
hrow whethen he wvar maanied before on nut, but rhe war a Hatfield.

+ Jhat'a where the Ha-fﬁie.&'ﬂ'—a come Ln.
{A:
(A:

r

Yean.
Uncle Albent Hatfiald atayed with ua and wonsed with Dad. Ard they war uith that
hilling bunch, the llatfields and Meloyn. Now Maud (1he was (A's half-airten),
M. .. .ahe wan jual five yeans oluen than me. And she wan, of counse, hen and
lnele Jack and lncle John wan the Leadenn of the band. Sf they went to achoot

0 don't haow wheae in the hell i war at. Fhat's Greenbrion, '(amse we Lived
thene in that health neaond, and thal was as fan ar the agilnoad, the L&Y, coud
go aouth tovards Narhville, and it could come up from Naahville about 12, I3
milea oul Lo thia Addl. Ani that's what they weae dving when Gnandpa got -- my
Daddy -- got that vne eye up thene. Waa going atraight thuough that moundain,
960 feet Lrom the level fo the tup. Ard the train come out thene £o bring the -
passengers. HNow they hod a wagon awvad bul no atage. Jhey had @ wagon road,

juat Like climbing Haggard's mountain exactly. Way back in 1905, 1904 and 5,

9 can't aecollect tov much about id. Y war inying Lo lake cane of mynelf.

9 necollect my Daddy. He neven told me lo do a ihing in hia Life he wouldn’.
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do it first. But he hnew that Albert Hotfield war Liable 2o do anything. And
we had a bunch of blacka that Lived on the avad oven eaal of ur there about

a mile, that went thwugh from Nanhville to Gneenbrian and on up to Bowling
Gaeen and on up in thene, Well, thene waa these blacha, 6 on 7 kida.

Thein Manmy and Daddy war dead, and we couldn’t g0 nowhene without fighting

them blacks - Uncle Jach'd get into it with them. And faud =- ahed
genenally fight, and 914 have Lo, to take cane of hea. Him and laddy used
dynamite and nytroglycenin in that tunnel, you ace, and going through from the
south aide and going doun in the middle and going both uays. And the. work

train atvod night out theae. We could gei grveeniea, you ree, dry gooda whenre
they had that. Jhat war ar for as the tnain could go. Well, it atarled
trouble. Haifield got tined of it bul he wouldn't Lot Dad know it. He atole
out enough dynamite that blowed that houwse and blacka all into the hell and
then wan in the bed when Dad found it out. "h, 9 hadn't been nowhere -- just
asleep,” 9've heard him ray - tell Uncle Yack and them == aaid, "You won't

be bothered with them blacka nu mone. % Jhey'd be groun gala, great

big, that'd throw nocht at ua and we'd fight them o beat hell, me a'aunning.
Whene wene the Wilkenaona faom? :

Well, § don’t know, can'i anawen that. Jhey wene thene. in Nonth Jennersee, Jhen
neven was none of them doun at Alexandnias but Uncle Jack would comé to see ua.
You ace we moved from up there back to Mexandnic, and he'd come down there and ats
two on thaee daya.

You don't kavw, though, whal pant of id he waa [rom?

Never did bnow. 9In and around Greenbnian, Jenneance. Grandpa uas the beat natua
and the beat humoned man 9 evea saw, Lo be an big. He warn't @ big old puna-bedl

e war jurl a big man. Seven fuol tall,
Did he pight in the (ivil Yan, Daddy?
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(A: Mo, he warn't in no wans, 'cause 9'd have heand it if he had. He wouldn't angue
politics, 'cause he didn'i hnow which aide he war talbing Zo.

[Portion of conversalion miraing due to having {o funn over fape in neconden. |

(A: The Ku Klux took over, and they killed them by the thouaands. A band of men
on honnes, they took a  train and went to Nashville and took aix prironens
auway from the ahernilf in Manhville ard took them oul to the (unberland Riven biidy
and hang them and thaouwed them overboard. IThey had the == you betten be on that

ingin vhen it come by, Jhey didn't ank you. You couldn’t tell who nobody

war. (overed from foot to head. AlL you could ree wan fuw eyer. I've
aeen them -- that’a the reanon the tvbacco weni av high. Jhey burned the
warchourea, 9 hnow that al b 1S Vihey got one of the Ku
Klux up to tay hin, and when they rentenced him, the Ku Klux come to thein
feet and hilled the court, the judge, jury, and all the rest of them,
and took thein man with them. Dad aluayr said they was all jusl a bunch of
murderens Lo start with. They hung the judge, the county judge, and made the
blacka aet on his feed and whip him till he died. A dogen of them, homnchack,
rade mtﬁ;iﬁinfnda di ke ook <= il thol xope around u peachinee-Lind
and made that black aet thene {ill the vld county ﬁiﬁ:,ﬂfiemma he'd
been prosecuting them, you aee. Jhal waa vven v , and all them
towns, Bowling Gneen, in Kentucky, thal wan whirkey fowns. Jhey made it. Jhey
do yet. They didn't bothen you becauwre you made whirkey, but if. you bought
tobacco, you war in danger. you could buy tobacco and it ready fon the
nanufactuner at §3.00 a hundned pounds, but you couldn’t do it Pesple jurt
had to do any  uay they could. Bui Dad neven war in that.

gn: Did y'all Live in Kenluchy?
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No, we war in Jennessee. Gneenbaian, Jennsssee, mai‘: fan nonth ar we even Lived,
£ Lime
was vhere we did Livefwhen we come back, Jhey got the
nailnoad done 4o we could come through to Nashville. Dad had @ aunt that wonked

there and a brother-in-Llow. So we come theae in a wagon.

Who wene they? Do you nemember’

Samp Alexarder. And he uasn't no hin to none of them. Bul Aunt Rit (?) marnied
him, aee? And ahe neven did have éo change hen name.

Samp Alexanden. 9a that the cne that Lived in east Jexan that 9 knew uhen 9 uwas
a hid?

No, 9 don't think so.

: Who war that old man, Deddy, thai 9 Anew’
: He wos anothen one u?f them ;fd_gﬁimg. fdne!,

Do you hnow who 9'm talking aboul though®

Unele Hamp?

Yeah, Uncle flamp.

Uncle Hamp Atnip.

Who was he?

Hle war juat an old bw-dollar mouth,

On. 9 alwaya Liked him.

Yell, he Liked Roy.

But he'd tell you about it if it hilled you.

9've got a picture aomewhere of Roy and him togelhen.

Jhey had one Aunt Rit (#F and, uh, lncle Samp, 9 aluwags called him. § didn't want
to, but 9 had 20, He was a big bully. And they had one boy, named (hanley, and
9 can’t think if they had any mone childnen vr not. We come by there, and Dod
had beea in the hoapital for nix monthn with hia eye and fool and hand. They

fed ua and gave us about three thousand dollans in menchandine out of the nailroad.
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9 hnow the big lawyer come. out from Bowling Gacer, Kentuchg, and got off et our
howre, off of the train. 9 can't think whal hix name wan. N said, "John,”
—- he hnew Dad personally == he aaid, "9've come down fv try 0 help gou.”
ﬂw.u, ﬂ:ﬂ was taying to contract with the company about a month befone he got
hilled, yuum'gﬁiaay. A dollar mone a day on hia oun nisk, on work Like he
wan and they'd tahe U, you Aee. And Dad aaid, "G can’t do that. " He aaid,
Why can't you’ 9'U put you in a $50,000 baick home. for half of Lit. 9
atop every tnain on the L&V from Narhville to Lowinville till you get
youn money. Dad naid, "Wo. 9L aman's wond ain'l wonth nothing, why
he ain't eithen.” Mell,” he raid, "@u".n.e a Lool. " Moll, 9 hnow thet, %
he aaid, “but you didn't have Lo tell me. Bui my wond ia what honon 9've got." -
Well § auppose it wan night back & wonk agains and we come night back to the
aame. pinmzﬁaimha:!;{e.ﬂt. quniiniﬁemgunandiﬁmmﬁncktﬁaﬁ
wy. 'Bout three on foun years belueen that. But that's the way he was. Any
way you look at & that's the uay he waa night up £l he died. Ol
Bill Procton wan that big Lawyen's name, He said, "9LL get you $100,000 Lon
gou foot, z;emdkmdﬁﬂ’ﬁ Pe.puaﬁa,f.,f of it. And that'lL put you where
you need 4o be.” And Dad said, "eah, and @' U put me with the thieves,
ios. 9'LL be night back thene wilh them - and with gu." He wouldnt do it
Thats tha say da wan. pliseb i iip TLL fe-lind Aight dows yonden. iy Mothe
had jurt enough Hatlield and Wilkeason in hen Lo akin  gour head, but dad
never waa that way.
Jom's Like fn. Alexandenr. Jom's mone Like him than ary one of hia kida.
9 don't think ac. TJom" L hurt you in a necond. Jom’a mone Like Granny.

Where wan youn mother boan? { some apeculalive convensation deleted here,
it 9 know. 0 yaan't theae that day. 9 necwllect Gaandpa Wilkenson died

gr-i
in 1905, We lived at ’ , Jenneasee, phen he died, and ue had just come

from up in that part of the couniny. Waan'L aick. 9 never seen him auffen a
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Lick in my Life. Wonked eveny day - jurt uhatever he could get to do. He waa
m&u@ém&abaﬂam&mmwﬁmﬁa&ﬁ jndza‘lm’cmua'ﬁzm.&u
dmm,q,m!ﬁachddn'ikmwhe.mded tlﬂﬁeguinemfytﬂfnkﬁi}la bucket
and go back to the houre. Mamﬁﬁﬂd&mm,e&tan&mﬁawaJam
branch and 4t doun, Leaned back againat a tree and just hept aetting thene.
Jack wanted him to uake up and tell him to go on home, but he didn't,

He war aetiing up dead.

o yo; xem&éga where it waa that he died?
9% wan ot the W s Bior o wsnh hiGusotivien
chout & on § milea, 9% wan all aulphun waten. SIf you vanted any waien that
warn't aulphun, you'd betten carny it with gou. tow you can jurt Ligune the
whole country peaceable that way. You could camp aide of the nwad and
atay out thene aix months, and they waan't nobody aay nothing to you. §lad
to have you if they had o walk thaee miler Lo a reighbon. Jhey had peddlens
that come through twice a weeh buying blackbernies, naspberries, egoa. People'd
be benide the road with thein produce, and they'd buy them beaniea 10¢ a g
He went 1o the == 9 gueas back up thene in Kentuchy whene they made the winea.
Bt thene was two a week thaf pared oun house, and he carnied cardy, chewing
qum, and juat Litile old atuff, you foww, 1hat waan't worth a damn. Jhat waa
all he could haul. 9 wirk my Dadiy wan fese now &o aniuen them queativna foa
Lo,
Oh, boy, and he could anaver them lov. fle had a guod mind fon a long time --
all the way. Marg Jo van a Little bitly baby wher he died.
Ak hin if thee war a fanily Bible.
You nee, they goi in a biy to do when Gnandma died, Grandma Alexanden. When
she died ahe had I3 acren of prickly pean and cedara and thal house. 9
don't hnow what L war -- aeven, eightl, oa nine dollans an acre. And they
owed fon hen canket, and there vas a place good for L. Dad done that. He
said, When ahe’s pul away, we'll rettle it then.” And Uncle flose and Aunt Dalrg
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and hea Aﬁmu&zomtﬁmi'aguAMWMW--aiﬂum&,

de&a.

Aunt Daing’s not atill alive i ahe?

Ho, she’s dead.

Well, who'a her pinter? Do gou nememben?

Bt Jalley in hen aiaten at Alexandria, but nrow her name waa Stannes, and

hen and Aunt Daing wan aintens. Brothens and aistens, Lucy and -- let's ace.

They's four of then. Daing, Bentha, Lucy, and John Starnes that Lived at felis :
was hen brother. They wen Starnesen and she -- hen mothen maanied a Hendnickn
and come to Jexan. They wouldn't aign the deed. Jhey aent Zo Aunt Daisy’a
o get oun aecondr. i uar a Bible, and all the necords was in it. Jhey
hept them. We never could get hold of that Bible. ALL the neconda war in
it plunb back, §nanny aald it was jurt Like going from Geneais to Revelationa
in the Bible - what day, what hour. A man could wnite there to Jaank Jalley.
He's dead peahapa.
Ho's too old to be Living, And Beat var olden than Aund Daisy. And John up
here,
John who?
John Starnes. He was the vne was going Lo help me. ged. my binth cealificate,
Leon Alexanden over hene told him, said, " 9 don't need

nobody o help me. " Well, they give him hia binth centificate, 'caure

9 been hnowing him a hundned gyeans. Yell, that's hen vun brothers and
aintens, you ree, and she - hen mothen marnied @ Hendnicks. Mg, Nell,
Fnank, and a whole damn meas of them. Jhey died up around Melirsa,
gueas. 0l (iceno did, 9 lnow.

. Sure there's a whole bunch of them up thene.
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Well, if iﬁ&;mve&ddiaﬁ‘ﬂ i away from Aim (2] 8 guess Bert got it ! cause Aunt
Dairy nevea did get it back. 9 rgised hell with them 'cause —--

You talking about Bert who?

Bent Jalley. And hea hurband now i Jnank. Bul ﬁe.-d. Jalley war the one that
got the Bible.

Whene did they Live?

They Lived night thene in Alexandria, jurt above Sam’a aon (2}, Jhey don't
nove back there Like we did. Jhey never did move hene.

And the hids nevea did move. JThey'ne all aight theae.

Well, you see afien she was dead and bunied and Dad atood fon it, they refured
to aign fon thein part of hea Lidtle place. ﬂwﬁﬁu&:yﬁnﬂ'tﬁagx&&&u
Dad, "Me and flose ought to have had that place. We took cane of Granny until
her last gear.” Dad naid, "You'se a Lianr. She fed you and flose,
and Mose aet thene and eat. Jad’s youngeal -- only brother he had.

Do you know I nememben himd

Sure you do.

L

Said, "ou could sef aight thene and let gou tell a Lie, fle aaid,

"ou hnow ahe drawed a Litile 536 every three montha. Joun timea a yean dhe

got. hen - grandpa’n persivn. 336 for three montha. 9t waa $12 a month.

And ahe got that four Limes a yeanr. She could get anything she wanted.

She had eveny thing you could think of Lo eal. She made hen clothea.

9'd go there to watch her evok. Big nange, cook atove. UOne noom was her
ivv*“mmam She made hen oun cloth, apin hen oun coldon, thaead, then

T e the cloth and made hen oun clothes. She didn'é need the . money. But

she'd g0 doun there. and get rome exina atuff. You'd gei. a ton-sack full of
coffee fon/dollan, on @ ~ angthing, bul thene warn't rothing in packages
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9¢ una_bulﬁ night out of the barnels, put on the ncales and we.igﬁﬂf. 9 know,

6anﬁanc{£ﬁayﬁnﬁnlrminiing.oiﬂicz,

wd Dad got. wonk faon there Landlonds anound toun, build: inegn and flues
d uhatever they got. e wouldn't wonk fon the pitty cents a day.

Juat wouldn’t do it. He'd iake a contract and do that.

Dad told Aunt Dainy, "ou told a
before 9 legve here on gL Rill you. i

lie and you"..te. guing to fake if back
Well, 9 queas 9've blowed my atach.

Man, you ain't thaough yet. Keep going. Jell hea aboul L.
Well, § could juri tell you what 9've been thavugh with, and that won'# do.
fley, Srandpa, did you know any Hinealeyr in Alexandaia?

;Ilrm.ed.{.ﬂy? i‘l'lﬂ.
Did gou bnow any Denneyr?
No. Jhat Hinealey hind of rtaikes me a

Little bit, but 9 don't hrow where at.

§ quesa that's Jexas atulf -- John Hinesley. Hen Landloada anwund hen Little
place thene. He wmr a nice man and been these all his Life, tvo. And

Granny had been there even aince ahe was a young womar. And ahe give Dad an

acne. j‘uﬂimiinmdnude.uui.a

-- they went and megauned it, one

acre Aguane. Mow, " ahe aaid, "John, i you can gel the lumben, build you
a house and iL'a free. One acre. And lUncle More and Aunt Uaing Lived with

hea. Bill -- Bill war buan theae
aome. thinga that they had then, in dff

i Jﬁey hatl an.y,t}li.ra.g; that -- ve gm‘.
enent lucalitie. Jﬁey've. not got _

nothing anound hene Like that. 9 you did you could rell it fon a million
dollans. 9'd go thene and waich Grandma cook. She war a Litile more bLlack

with hen head bonnel on. And Aome.Limea
on. [harley, have you scen my glanses
inden then! " MWell, 9 be dog-goned; I
of beana. And a big old oven ahillel.

she'd Lose hea glanses and have them
2 gl 9% ray, "Nlave 9 aeen g e
can'L aee nothing. # Pyt on a big pot
She'd bake that full of biacuils on

r
A
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aweet potatoes on cobble pie. Baked her oun Light bacad. And there was bacon
hanging up oven that fineplace. She had @ big old grey pet cat. 9 guers the
cat was 25 yeans old.  He'd sei thene in the warm ashes aaleep.

And some old dog irona oven the fine. She'd get wood angshere she could, ywu hnow.
Jall out of the tree. HNobody to cut if. Well, that'd be tvo long, mu.&{n'f_
go in. She'd bust it oven the dog inon, Al it and bneak it you hnow, and

( chuckles) that old cat -- that's the tweth, she laughed fon a week about that --
that old cat setting thene asleep and she goi @ atick too long and whopped him
on dop of hin  head and "hadn't aeen thal cat in o month.” |
The fimat nefnigenaton they had was thal apring house.

Hen apning come doun night thaough the yard. You'd go out there and take a
gourd and dip you up youn dainking uatenr. Wasn't no atock. (hickens, ducka,
peafowls, hod a noad full of them. (veaylhing got ita drinking waten in
the yand. fnd it jual went on towards town. And she hept hen butten and milk
and atulf, wou know, from vne meal to anothen one o two on three daya aetiing
up in that apaing. 9 don's cane how much it aained, it nevea got no biggen,
neven got muddy. Waten aetiing just aboul that decp. She'd set a bowl of beana
in that, a boul of buiden and the milk. She had a cow that fed every — thing
in that country. She aaid ahe give 58 for the cow. She'd milk that old cow,
take the milk and atrain b and pul il in the apaing. Jhat war her exeacise,

o Little treat. She wan a dope-head. Jhem doctona thene al Alexandnia -- 9
fonget the docton's name, but he. had Granny on dope. Upium. And ahe'd noll
that opiun. She'd get hen about an ounce eveny check and then aotl it out.

And when hen heant war bad - and ahe'd alip me one v lww. And 9've
ahowed them aomething. And when Dad got oun houre done -- he built us three
nooms and we moved in. Jhen he lovk a notion he didn'l want it

and moved.
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Well, Mose and Daisy come in and he got oul. fle uan independent. That's why

youn Daddy's a0 mciepemiui They're all that way, the Alexandena. .meepem’m

You don’t think we got any of thia atubboan stuff from you?

Ao,

No, 9 didn' think s0.

No, 9'm an Indion. You didn't get nothing from me. 9've got all mine.
‘Smpatience ia one thing we get from flama. Let the phone ning thaee Limen

and the jurt hanga thal thing up.

Uncle fose, he wan 19 years youngea than Dad. Jhey didn't heep no neconda. Mot

people didn’t keep no neconda,

But thone neconds thene thai she's got, those ane authentic. (ape changed)

Geonge Washington, Bul it wasn't the Geonge Wanhington you're thinking about.

But it was hin hinfolks. Seonge Warhington on the eant aide of the alver and

Yoe Wanhington on the weat aide. And Lhey owned it a mile on each aide, And

hin and Moa, Qoiombi Sould g0 £ England every yean on @ vacation. And they

war great apontamen. And thein double aunrey and thein driver. He war hin to

the old, original Varhington. lent back thene. 9 hnow § wred to call hia

doun io the houne to get to go home with them. Nalf tigera. $'ve aeen t)’aemdu:,:‘.d

with the black driven setiing up gorden and him and M. Quinney aetling in

the double bupgy with thein aifles. JThey war erack ahoés, and they wouldn't

ahoot nothing setting. 9t had 2o be aunning on flying. Jhey war aponts. They

wan naired millionaires, § don’l fnow how many was on Joe ‘s aide, bul they was

about tuo on thaee familier on Geonge'n aide of the creek. And over on the

othen aide, Joe's, 9 don't hnow uhat he had bul. ii was valuable Limben, gyou ree,

that war in thene — black welnut, cheatnul -- and that was what they war allex.

Jhey'd been there aboul == oh, maybe all the time, 9 don't know. And he had

a biy, fine, white manaion up vn the hill next lv the highuay that went thaough

to Louiaville, 9 guers, and hin yand wma juat one acne big, 70 yarda 4

white fence, and a black man lended Lo il. And a black woman tended Lo thia

houae, all the rwoma, cfay ane! ni._r;ﬁa', whedhen they was theae vn not, Jheae

wonnnd mihadi anine to bothea thein atuf?. Y awven them hill hoga theae once.
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e wan there then. He wan about 45 yeans old. Hen Lo Jhey waa common

anound the house, Fimuﬁmiﬁe;wtioutuniﬁai apont with

them guna, tﬁqﬁmiﬁei&iﬁuﬁt&eéuc&cﬁ. And, of counse, they had 2o
show off with his brother, Joe. He wan on the othen aide of the creek and
doing the aame thing. Jhey killed hogr. Jhe black man and black woman
Lived in @ Little white tm-room howse in the yard. We Lived rdght doun
the Kill from them there. And when they hilled the hogs, he give them to
hia neighbors. §ive fad one that weighed aboui 350. Give the black one.
But you'd do youn oun eutting it up,

Whene was that a#?

Jhat war up in Kentucky, Right in the comner of Jenneanee and Kentucky

9 never say nothing aboul that, 'caure eveny Lime you mention Geonge
Wanhington, they say, " he -han gone to Lying. “  9uar 5o

6 geans old.

Touns and counties i what ahe's intencated in. Jhat way ahe con check back thene
and lind out.
Jhe name of the caeek thal cume doun thwugh thene -- a pretly good aige creek --
was Duck (reek. ALl fﬁEfc;inia and 1he big atuff in Kentucky goi close to the
ndven, you Aee, aa they could get L. Plantat iona, they called them, fuv on
thnee hundred acnes. Old Judge Mimr ouned vne theae —- him the county judge.
9 don’t even hnow what county il was in Kentuchy.

9 can't even lovk ,\fw: the Wilkensons Lill §'ve gol a county {o go fo.

Dad 1aid you'd gei mone wonking fon him for Sk lhan you pould working fon avme-
body elre fon §5. 9t's what he give you. Jhat'a the neanon Dad wonked fon him.
He'd cut and haul them loga wilh tww bulla. Jhat's all you could get in the
botiom with waa cow. You couldn’d gel in thene with hoasea. He

had tuo homsea thal come faom fagland -- anow white., Jhey waan'l gaey.
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they waa solid white. And they waa wanhed and cleaned and pampened., And them
dogh was spotted and atniped half-tigenn. They'd weigh 150 pounda apiece, Big
enough to rane up here, you hnow, and look you night in the face. Jhey
wouldn’t bite, bul they'd knvek you doun and walk all over you. Jhat fa the
neaton 9'd get out thee and hollen and whoop with them about 200 yands doun
the hill. 9'd hollen and whoop. 8% uant Lo go up there and gel up on the
fence, anghow, whene 9 could see. Here they'd come jurt aipht over that

fence and, get doun there, nothing. ve'd turn anound, all thace of
ws, and go back up. John, he waa oo im--&emainwyempown;;m-
than me -- he was foo Little to go wilh me. 9 didn't have no buddiea. 5t
was jurt me. e war bonn in (895, And it uan 189% when Gnandpa died.

;9 hnow it wan tuwo yeans before gou wene boan.
(A:

Well, they didn't talk about you afien one wan dead and bunied and tooh care
of jurt aa good ar you could. Jhey talked aboul evenything elre but, you
undenntand.

Was any of your people ever from Nonth (anolina, that you krow of?

Granny had been over theae, but 9 don’t hnow why. She had been there befone.
You talking about my Granny’ |

Mo, my Granny.

Hir Daddy’s mothen,

She'd been oven there becawse thal wan full of the. Dutch, That war a Dutch
communily, you Aee, in Yonth (anolina. She'd vinid thene, you aee, becaure
she had fienddhat. cone. from Gernany when ahe did. But ahe uan @ Dutch,
rained in Mahoner, Seanany. 9 think she wan 2 geans old when she come to
thia eountay.

Well, romebudy aaid thal ahe was bunn hene. 5 don't know who aaid thai.

9 don' know, but ahe coms. faom Ineland. '

No, 8 mean Granny. Ue heand hal she war boan in Jennessee, bul you're raying

that ahe waa boan in Genmany’
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Yeah, ahe war born in Mahoner, Genmany. Jhat wan a Duich colony over there, you
see. They was ar dilferent a taibe in Gernany in them day ar they could be.
Well, 8've got her boan in Jenncasee and her mama born in Nonth (aroling and
hen daddy boan in Jenneasee.
9 couldn't fell about that. . _
Well, you're the one that ahould hnow. Thal's jurt acconding to the dumb m
Vell now, it may be that they's mone John Alexandens than they ir Johnson gaasa.
Jhere are the Vanattea that ahe's talking aboul now.
Jhe Vanatiea.
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She waa aupposed to have been boan in Jenneasece.
Well, ahe ain’t. She waan't acconding to my neconda,
0.k,
She was boan -- because she come £rom Mahonen, Yeamany, when she wea tuwelve years
old, Now 9 don't hnow whether she wan boan in 'jm‘mz and went oven there and
then come bach on not. But it'd take them too  long to go and come. She
couldn’t have been. She wan oniginally a Holland Duich, raised in Geamany.
And had a pretiy fain educalion. Juni a good nead and unite. Jhat's about all
they inied to do then. -
Yeah, women waan't supposed o read and unite. Women waan't aupposed o know
aa much aa men.
Now his name, my Grandpa’s name, is doun heae at Jackaon, Minainnippé, on the
govennment old neconds, you see. AL the bridge af [Jackson, Miasinnippi. (e
Junion -- 9 mean Kenneih --
Junion went doun there.
-- atopped and looked at il. And (dd’a seen doun lhene and aeen il. His wan
name it thene on the --
Uo'ne not talhing about Yackson, Minnisnippl, though, Daddy. We're talking aboul
vhere they had the battle, the big battle. We atopped there, me and June,
coming back from —= and, and Junion. 9t'a nol al Jackwon, 9t’'a romevhere elre.
9'LL think of it in a minule.
Yeah, it's not Jackron. 9t's anvther place.
9've been thene, Daddy -- uhen 9 come back from Jlonida -- me and (hanlea, we
atopped thene. And 9've gol a necond of it doun al the house.
Vell, you hnow Kenneih went doun there in Ilonida, you knos, and carnied that big
machine, and he aaid he raw ié. And Bill Alec, they come around that way, and
they raw it. They ain'L many people that knoued (dd"s middle name.
Lee?
9% was Lee. And Yohn Neuman. 9 scen a man today. Me war bunied night up yonden.
Yorld Wan Une. His name war Mekinley Moss, Ray Aekinleg Moas. Bonn in 1876.
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World Wan One. Mine ia a prerident that got hilled. '
MK inley?
Yeah,
Jhomaa Jellennon, that's Jom’s name. He wan named aften a president. And Bill,
Williom Anderson Goynes, was named alien old Bill Goynes doun hene ai Greenville,

LA: You mean Bill Alec -- sur BilL?

(A:

ld:
(A:

(A:
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Yeah, the one that's dead. John Neuman. And John was named aflen some big aomethin
back there. Neyman. And let me see, who elie har gol one. Jhomas Jeffenson, Bill
Anderron -- |
What's Lena’s name?

-= (hanlea Nekinley --

Lena May. '

- 9 winrhed 9 could change mine, and 9 did. And John changed hia accond-
ing to -- 9 mean Bunt, Hir name wasn't no mose Bunt than mine. #ia name was

Bind Ray, and that wes a ateamboat on the (umberland River. fe went to
count in Denniron and had hia name changed to Buni. WNamed afier a ateamboat!
Jhem old devila back yonder, they named eveny thing you could zhink of.

Dad raid when 9 wan bonn he had an old honne that ke called (hanley. And the
women outdone him and named me (harley. He aaid he had got the

government out o hill the honse. 9've heand him tell it -- laughed, aaid, "9
juat wonden what 9 khilled that homse fon. 9 couldn't have tuwo
(harleyr in one howre; 10 9 just shot the homse.”

Jhen he wondered why he hilled ihe honre.

9 nemember the time 9 war about 2 on 3 yeans vld, 9 gueas. Dad aluayr called

me "Big-un,” So they went wver fo Gnandpa’s fo atay all night, Jhey Llived about
o mile, and he had to carny me. #e'dazimgdummaiat&aﬂiﬁeamiﬂmﬂ
wan amooth and, damn, 9'd jurl fall all Lo piecen. fle'd pick me up, -apank my end
and 2ay, " gou Little devil you. You could walk aome and let me aest

if wu'd do it." 9 loved to gel up on his back and get him anvund the neck.
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We'd have a time then.

9 remember §nandpa.

: Yeah, Grandpa Alexanden. Lleon wan just e Litile bitty fellen, cmfﬁe'd'mfulﬂun

of Grandpa "caure he walked with his back --

! fle atooped over. He was hurt,

And he'd put hin hands behind him. And he'd get in faont of him and ualk Like
Sk Ao ok i of Kiwe: And M any; Mo Lidils bag yoe -9 wught o RELL »
gou. " couldn’e

You know, he got vhene he/ - ' make vne atep if he atraightened up. He couldn’t
atep and atand straight and make jurt one aiep. '
What happened o him, Daddy? Why did he walk like that?

Jhat vas Bright’s diseane.

ﬂh............{ﬁuﬂg Pamz.)’......,....ﬂ.ﬁ.

(End of taping Aesaion/




