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Christ Church Episcopal: A Short History  
By PATRICIA GUION WICHMANN  

Although much emphasis has been placed on the fact that the early settlers of Rugby laid out 

tennis courts and hockey fields while still living in tents, the reason for this was that titles to the 

land were involved, and this situation complicated by the governing body spending more time in 

England than here, yet our old records show that a church was one of the first organizations 

formed.  

Thomas  Hughes 

agreed with his 

friend Matthew 

Arnold that “the 

Church is a National 

Society, for the 

promotion of 

goodness” and there 

is no doubt that here 

in the wilderness of 

East Tennessee, 

deep in the virgin 

forests of towering 

trees, the little 

group of pioneers 

held services, 

reading the prayers 

for Queen Victoria 

and singing “God 

Save the Queen”, 

before any of the 

permanent homes 

were built. One of 

the earlier buildings 

was the Hotel 

Tabard, erected on 

the rounding slope 

near Uffington 

House, and our old 

Church Records 
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show as the first entry:  

“This Parish was organized by the Right Revd. Chas. Todd Quintard Bishop of 

Tennessee, Oct. 5, 1880. ---The Congregation was composed of the officials of 

the B. of Aid, and a few young English settlers.”  

This service was held in the vestibule of the Hotel Tabard, and was conducted by Mr. Joseph H. 

Blacklock, who was licensed by The Right Reverend Charles Todd Quintard, M.D., D. D. , L L. 

D. , (Oxon) the second Bishop Tennessee, for this purpose. Mr. Blacklock continued as Lay 

Reader, later being ordained a Deacon on September 20, 1884, and advanced to Priestʼs Orders 

on June 18, 1885, thus becoming our first Priest of this Parish. It is said he was a versatile, hearty 

Englishman, and with his seven sons, attempted to farm the large tract of land he bought here, 

and which is still known as the Blacklock Farm, although now owned by Mr. Ernst L. Brooks. 

However, knowing little of the art of farming, this venture met with small success. He seems to 

have been better fitted as a teacher, and opened a school patterned after the famous Arnold 

School which Thomas Hughes immortalized in his “Tom Brown of Rugby” where he taught 

Latin and the three Rʼs for some years.  

Later, Thomas Hughes turned Kingston Lisle, the home he had built for himself but never 

occupied, over to the Rev. Blacklock as a Rectory, where he and his wife, his mother, Mrs. Mary 

Blacklock, and his seven sons lived. Truly, Kingston Lisle must have been fairly bursting at the 

seams!  

His oldest son, Charles Hall, served as the first organist for Christ Church, and our Record makes 

note of the “efficient service” rendered by him, and also of Messrs. Glazebrooke and Haigh as 

choirmasters, during their stay here. At this first recorded service a vestry was formed and 

composed of the following: Messrs. Joseph H. Blacklock, O. E. Maule, H. D. Boyle, O. 

Daykayne (this name is also spelled Day Keyne), this young man being one of the first to die 

during the typhoid fever epidemic in 1881), A. Hill, H. von Glehn, H. E. Marshall, R. Walton 

and Charles P. Kemp, M.D. This vestry named the parish “Christ Church” and at the Convention 

held at Chattanooga in May, 1886, the Mission of Christ Church, Rugby, was formally admitted 

as a Parish in union with the Convention.  

Meanwhile, a building often referred to as the “Town Hall” was in the course of construction, 

located on the same spot where the present County School now stands. On the ground floor were 

two schoolrooms, the doors opening upon a long porch at the right side, with double doors and a 

vestibule in the front, and stairs leading to the upper floors, the second of which was designed for 

public gatherings and religious services for all denominations. In the picture section may be seen 

an old photograph of this room showing “the small table with a cross” and tall windows at each 

side. The top floor was used for storage space and by both the Masons and the Odd Fellows for 

their lodge meetings.  
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In April of 1881, this building was completed and handed over to the vestry for divine worship, 

and was occupied the first Sunday in May of that year. In June, 1881, Bishop Quintard visited 

Rugby, preached twice and administered Holy Communion, and services continued to be held 

here until the present building was completed.  

It was this year which was marked by the outbreak of typhoid fever among the settlers, the 

disease being caused by a well at Tabard Inn which had become contaminated. Our records show 

the names of the following, all of whom died from the disease and were buried in Laurel Dale 

Cemetery by Mr. Blacklock.  

August 13, 1881 - O. Day Keyne - London  

August 19, 1881 - Phillip H. Nairn - Cumberland  

August 21, 1881 - L. Partridge - London  

Sept. 1, 1881 - I. R. Lee - London  

Sept. 10, 1881 - Joseph E. Virgo - London  

Sept. 11, 1881 - I. R. Brown - London  

Nov. 4. 1881 - Wm. C. Child - London  

1881 - Idy Chaytor - London  

The burial date given for the last name, however, is May 24, 1882, and the date of death shown 

only as 1881, but as the eighth to die of typhoid.  

The Record of Burials indicate that the first burial in Laurel Dale Cemetery was that of a child, 

Eddie James Bone, 7 mo., on January 21, 1881.  

The Rev. C. V. Adams of London, England, spent five weeks in Rugby during May and June of 

1881, and was so highly appreciated by the congregation and vestry he was given an unanimous 

call to the pastorate, which, however, he courteously declined. This gentleman presented to the 

vestry for the use of Christ Church, the large Bible, still in use, and the Prayerbook and Hymnal 

then used, all of which are carefully preserved and may be seen together with other books in the 

case in the sacristy.  

Bishop Quintard visited Rugby again on February 5, 1882, conducted services, celebrated Holy 

Communion, and on the following day consecrated Laurel Dale Cemetery, the land for which 

had been donated by the Board of Aid, and which lies about a mile north of Rugby, near the 

Meeting of the Waters. Our old records show, “It received a registered deed of consecration from 

Bishop Quintard in the year 1882, Bishop of the Holy Catholic Church”, and a deed of 

incorporation was drawn up, signed and sealed, and a “body politic and corporate” installed. It is 

in this cemetery that Mrs. Blacklock and Mrs. Hughes are buried, as well as many other early 

settlers.  

During this time some dissatisfaction had arisen due to the multiple use of the school building. In 

one of the newspapers of that time is an account of conflict between church service being held on 



FNB Chronicle, Vol. 16, No. 4 Fall 2005 

First National Bank (page 10) 

P.O. Box 4699 

Oneida, TN 37841 

 

Page 4 of 4 

the second floor at the same time the Masons were having a meeting on the floor above. Other 

denominations also needed time and space for their devotions, and it was felt by the members of 

Christ Church that a building of their own would be more satisfactory and a movement to raise 

the funds got under way.  

Church suppers and “socials” were held, and bazaars displaying all sorts of fancywork, 

Christmas cards and gifts, pie suppers, cake sales, and highest on the list was the homemade ice 

cream, the ice for which had been laboriously brought up the rough mountain road from Rugby 

Road, seven miles away. But in spite of all this it was slow going. As late as March 4, 1887, it 

was announced that “the fund for the erection of the new Church is nearly $350.00 short, and the 

Committee do not deem it advisable to start building without the full amount necessary.”  

However, due to the “earnest zeal of Mr. F. C. Fisher of Yandilla and the liberality of Mrs. 

Fisher of Taunton, England, (a faithful lover of the Church), and of Mrs. Richards of 

Bromerboro, Gloucester, England,” and of “Miss Jessie Kimber who collected nearly fifty 

pounds and of Mr. John Boyle”, the fund grew, and the first money was paid into the account in 

January, 1885, and in July, 1887, it was decided to begin the work of building the new Church on 

a site given by the Board of Aid.  

All work was done by Mr. Onderdonk and local artisans using the beautifully grained native 

woods such as pine, oak and walnut, cut and milled at the planing mill near the river. Mr. 

Onderdonk had just completed the building of the second Tabard Inn, the first one having been 

burned, and his work was considered to be of exceptionally fine quality.  

On October 16, 1887, the sum of $1900.00 having been collected, (the entire amount, our records 

show, being about $2000.00), the new Church was opened and dedicated to the service of God. 

One of the last offices said in the old building was that of the burial service for Mrs. Margaret 

Hughes on October 7, 1887, mother of Thomas Hughes, and greatly loved by all who knew her. 

She had come to Rugby in her eighty-third year, and had taken an active interest in her sonʼs 

project and in the settlers and their affairs. At her death on October 5th, she was ninety years of 

age.  

It was not until October 2nd, 1888, that Bishop Quintard again visited Rugby, and on October 

3rd, at 10:30 A. M., he consecrated the present church building. The sermon was preached by the 

Rev. Joseph H. Blacklock, who had resigned this Parish April 3rd, 1887, to take charge of the 

Parish of South Pittsburg, Tennessee, whence he was recalled for this occasion.”  

--- 

Afterword . . .  

Rugbyʼs Christ Church Episcopal has held Sunday morning worship service continuously since 

its founding. Services begin at 11:00 am Eastern Time and visitors are most sincerely welcome 

to one of Tennesseeʼs most beautiful historic churches.  


