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Scott County Lowes in the Civil War  
[EDITOR’S NOTE — The following biographical sketches of Lowes in the Civil War are taken from the book Scott County in the Civil War by 

Paul Roy, which was published by the Scott County Historical Society in 2001. The information was obtained from various sources, including the 

soldiers’ pension records at the National Archives.]  

Alexander Low was born on August 1, 1849 in a section of Campbell County that would just 

four months later become a part of Scott County. He joined Company C, 7th Tennessee Mounted 

Infantry on November 8, 1864 at Robertsville, Anderson County, Tennessee when he was 18 

years old. He had a brother, Jacob, who served in the Confederate Army.  

Low, son of Phillip Low, Sr., was mustered out of service with his company in Nashville on July 

7, 1865. After the Civil War, Low returned home to farm in the Smoky Junction area of Scott 

County.  

His wife was Myra Jane Massengale, and they were married on July 18, 1869 by Sterling 

Adkins, minister.  

When he submitted an application for a pension on February 28, 1889, the following children 

were listed: Sally, born September 23, 1870; Columbus, born February 26, 1872; Jacob, born 

April 30, 1873; Sherwood, born September 10, 1875; Ewel, born October 14, 1877; Emily, b. 

December 9, 1879; Lass W., born December 13, 1883; Gallen Lee, born December 24, 1883; and 

Rachel, born August 25, 1886.  

In an August 8, 1915 statement to the U.S. Pension Office, another child was added to this list: 

Blane, born June 9, 1889.  

According to an affidavit filed on August 29, 1911, when Low was 62 years of age, he listed his 

physical description upon enlistment into the service as 5-feet, 7-inches tall, with a fair 

complexion, black eyes and dark hair. He also stated he had “two scars on forehead.”  

Records indicate that Low’s pension check, being sent to Norma, Scott County, Tennessee, was 

stopped (due to his death) on October 6, 1931.  

This is believed to be the “A. Low” who is listed among the members of the John Newport 

G.A.R. Post (No. 93) of Huntsville, Tennessee following the war. If so, he listed his age as 43, 

birth place as Scott County, residence as Scott County, entry date into the service as August 8, 

1864 and final discharge date as July 27, 1865. The record shows him as a member of Company 

I, 7th Tennessee Infantry, however.  

This entry was taken from a pension file obtained from the National Archives in Washington, 

D.C. in the possession of the Scott County Historical Society; from “Descriptive Records. 

Department of Tennessee G.A.R.,” transcribed from microfilm by Robert Bailey, Kingston, TN.; 

and from and interview with Odeva Byrd of Scott County in May 2001.  
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Jacob Low was a member of Company M, 5th Tennessee Infantry (Confederate) during the 

Civil War. His brother, Alexander Lowe, served in the Union Army during the war.  

Jacob Low was in the same regiment and company as fellow Scott Countian Joseph Shoopman 

and was living in Maggie, North Carolina when he provided an affidavit in support of Louisa 

Caroline Shoopman’s claim for a widow’s invalid pension from the State of Tennessee.  

This entry was taken from the pension record of Joseph Shoopman obtained from the Tennessee 

State Library and Archives by Barbara Blankenship, Knoxville, TN.; and from an interview with 

Odeva Byrd of Scott County in May 2001.  

John Low of Smoky Creek, Scott County, Tennessee, son of Joe and Polly “Pop” Thompson 

Low, was 18 years old when he joined the Union Army in the Civil War. He was a private in 

Company G, 7th Tennessee Mounted Infantry. He enlisted at Clinton, Anderson County, 

Tennessee on November 8, 1864 and was discharged at Nashville on July 27, 1865.  

Upon his enlistment, he listed his occupation as farmer and he was described as being 5-feet, 10-

inches tall, with a dark complexion, black hair and black eyes.  

At various times in his 87 years, he is listed as a resident of Scott, Anderson and Campbell 

counties, but most often mentioned as his place of residence in his pension record at the National 

Archives is High House, Campbell County, Tennessee. He also signed his name “Rev.” John 

Low on occasion.  

He was married three times. His first wife was Salina Massengale. They were married on 

October 13, 1866 by W.H. Hembree, justice of the peace. She died on June 27, 1902. He then 

married Nancy Chambers in Scott County. The Rev. C. Lloyd performed that ceremony on 

September 13, 1906. The date of her death is not known. His third marriage was to Josie Vann 

Hatfield, whom he married on February 12, 1925. She was listed as a survivor at John Low’s 

death on November 5, 1933.  

He drew a pension from the government for his Civil War service.  

This entry was taken from a pension record obtained from the National Archives by Barbara 

Blankenship, Knoxville, TN.  

Joseph Low was a private in Company G, 2nd Tennessee Infantry during the Civil War. He was 

enrolled at the age of 35 at Camp Dick Robinson, Kentucky on October 11, 1861, and was 

mustered into service at Camp Wildcat, Kentucky on October 25, 1861.  

While guarding Rebel prisoners in Campbell County in the month of August in 1864, Low 

sustained a gunshot wound to his left arm and right shoulder when the prisoners tried to fight 

their way out of Union hands. He was treated by a surgeon at Jacksboro, Tennessee following the 

incident.  
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Born in Morgan County, Tennessee, Low listed his occupation as a farmer. Upon enlistment, he 

was described as 5-feet, 6-inches tall with a dark complexion, blue eyes and dark hair. He was 

reported as deserted at Cumberland Gap, on September 1, 1862, but returned to duty on March 1, 

1864. He was issued an honorable discharge at Nashville, Tennessee on March 1, 1865.  

His first wife was Polly “Pop” Thompson, whom he married on February 17, 1842 in Anderson 

County, Tennessee. They were divorced on March 23, 1875. He married Hannah Lovely (his 

second wife) on April 3, 1875 at Powell Valley, Campbell County, Tennessee. They were 

married by Levi Braden.  

According to an application for a widow’s pension filed in 1904, it was stated that this was his 

second marriage, but there was no other reference to his first wife in his pension record obtained 

from the National Archives.  

Low made an application for an invalid pension from the government on March 14, 1870, at 

which time he related the gunshot wound incident. He said he was threefourths disabled.  

Low died at New River, Scott County, Tennessee on January 6, 1888. His widow, Hannah, filed 

for a widow’s pension following his death. The legal guardian for Low’s children was his eldest 

son, Jesse C. Low.  

Low’s children were listed as: Mary J., born May 3, 1873; Jesse C., born June 15, 1876; Joseph 

R., born July 17, 1878; Samuel W., born August 26, 1880; Margaret H., born July 15, 1882; 

James A., born March 4, 1885; and Robert H., born July 10, 1887.  

This entry was taken from the soldier’s pension record obtained from the Veteran’s 

Administration by Barbara Blankenship, Knoxville, TN.  

Michael Low joined the Union Army at the age of 26 and served in Evan B. Jones’ Company G, 

2nd Tennessee Infantry during the Civil War. He was born on September 15, 1835 in what would 

become Scott County, Tennessee and enlisted on January 8, 1862 at Somerset, Kentucky.  

He was discharged from the service at Knoxville on June 9, 1865.  

In a 1907 statement made in an attempt to obtain a pension, Low was described as 6-feet tall 

with a dark complexion, light hair and blue eyes.  

An interesting and colorful story emerges from the pages of his pension and service record 

obtained from the National Archives. Two men, identified as Thomas L. Duncan, 57, and 

Phinley [Finley] Patterson, 49, provided an affidavit on behalf of Low’s claim for a pension on 

July 2, 1891, in which they stated:  

“ . . . [T]hat they were personally acquainted with Micahel Low said to have 

served as late a private in company G 2 Regiment of Tennessee Inft. Vols. that 

they were personally present when Said Michael Low was set upon by 

Confederate soldiers and Wounded the ball passing through his Shoulder Blade 
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and face inflicting a Serious and dangerous wounds Said Soldier Michael Low 

were wounded about January 9th 1863 at or near New river in the State of 

Tennessee at the time Said Soldier Michael Low were wounded he was away 

from his command Had been cut of[f] from his company and Regiment as they 

had been informed and at time when wounded were hiding out in the mountains 

awaiting a chance to rejoin his command at time Said Low were wounded the 

Rebel Army were infesting the whole county and were between Low and his 

command and Low had no chance to rejoin his command but so soon as Lows 

wounds healed up and the way were cleared up Said Soldier Michael Low as they 

were informed did rejoin his command and served out his term of enlistment . . .  

“[Illegible] . . . Received his wounds him and several other union citizens and 

soldiers from other commands were hiding out from Confederate Army and their 

place of hiding were found out and that Low were wounded and one union citizen 

were killed by Confederate soldiers and others wounded made his Escape that 

they seen Low in a short time after being wounded and Low were Bleeding 

fearfully and would git his Breath hard. Affiants says that they had no idea Low 

could ever Recover but he were brave and would Rather die as to be made a 

prisoner of war as it seemed to them.  

“Michael Low had no medical treatment for his wounds the men had no regular 

Physician to treat him the country were infested with Rebels and they were no 

physician could be gotten to see him or treat him and the union citizens kept him 

hid out in the mountains and treated him best they could until his wounds healed 

up and the Rebel Army got from between him and his command and then Low 

left and started to rejoin his command and they surprise he did rejoin his company 

and Regiment affiants says they were citizens at time Low were wounded and 

were hiding out with him keeping out of Reach of Rebels best they could but after 

Low were wounded they joined the federal army affiant Phinley Patterson enlisted 

in Company C 11 Regiment of Tennessee cavalry Vols. and affiant Thomas L. 

Duncan enlisted in Company I 7 Regt. Tennessee Mounted Inft. Vols.”  

An earlier affidavit revealed that the reason Low was away from his command was due to the 

fact that he had an ulcerated hand and had been given permission to leave to recover from that 

injury, as his regiment was pulling out of Cumberland Gap, Tennessee because the Confederate 

Army was moving in on them.  

In the 1870s, A. H. [Abraham] Cross, former captain of Company G, 2nd Tennessee Infantry, 

issued an Officers’ Certificate of Disability, in which he stated that Michael Low “received a gun 

shot wound while in action at New River, Tennessee on or about the 9th day of Jany 1863. The 

ball entered the right breast passing up through the right jaw, breaking the jaw and knocking out 

part of his teeth carrying away part of the tongue, and passing out at the left upper jaw. He was 
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not treated in hospital, but being near home, was sent there, where he remained till his wounds 

healed.”  

Low was married to Frances Emaline Dyer in March of 1866, with William Hembree, justice of 

the peace, conducting the ceremony. The family appeared in the 1870 census of Scott County, 

Tennessee, but by 1880, the family was in Anderson County. They lived in the Frost Bottom area 

of Anderson County.  

In a May 4, 1898 record in his pension file obtained from the National Archives, the following 

children of this marriage are listed as: Sarah Elis, born February 1, 1867; Raney June, born April 

11, 1869; Kansas, born December 15, 1872; and Calvin, born January 10, 1876.  

Low died on June 18, 1907 and was buried in the Frost Bottom Baptist Church Cemetery in 

Anderson County.  

This entry was taken from a pension record obtained from the National Archives by Barbara 

Blankenship, Knoxville, TN, who also provided information from other sources.  

Phillip Lowe, Jr. was born on March 4, 1844. He joined Company G, 2nd Tennessee Infantry at 

Cumberland Ford, Kentucky on his eighteenth birthday in 1862. He served as a private in that 

company and was honorably discharged five days following his twenty-[Continued from page 

10] first birthday, on March 9, 1865 at Nashville.  

Low was 5-feet, 6-inches tall, with a fair complexion, light hair and blue eyes at the time of his 

enlistment. He listed his occupation as farmer, his birthplace as Smoky, Scott County, 

Tennessee, and his post office address as Straight Fork.  

In an application for a pension, Low said he sustained an injury in August 1864 while at Coal 

Creek (now Lake City in Anderson County). He was injured in the head and right hand and 

sustained a rupture in his right side “by prisoners of war attempting to escape from guards.” Low 

went on to state that he contracted rheumatism while stationed at Knoxville in March of 1865.  

His pension record show that he was married twice. His first wife was Gemima Hembree, 

daughter of Meshack Hembree. They were married on May 10, 1866 at Smoky, Scott County, 

Tennessee by Dan Jeffers. She died on February 12, 1905. His second wife was Mary E. Taylor 

Harness. He was married to her on January 20, 1912 by Alvis Hembree, justice of the peace.  

Apparently, Mary E. Taylor was married twice before she married Lowe. Her first husband was 

Anderson Smithers, and her second husband was John Harness, a Civil War pensioner.  

Lowe, in his application for a pension, listed his children as: Alexander, born April 21, 1867; 

Meshack, born September 16, 1869; John Wesley, born April 1871; Jacob, born August 29, 

1873; Salley, born March 15, 1875; Parsida, born in 1877; Harrison, born on April 27, 1881; 

Urarrah[?], born in 1888; and Nelson, born in 1885.  

He died on February 16, 1933.  
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This is believed to be the “P. Low” listed among the members of the John Newport G.A.R. Post 

(No. 93) of Huntsville. If so, it shows that he was 49 years old at the time of his muster into the 

post in 1891. He remained a member of that post until 1896. In those G.A.R. records, Low lists 

his place of birth and current residence as Scott County.  

This entry was taken from a pension record obtained from the National Archives by Barbara 

Blankenship, Knoxville, TN., who also provided information from other sources; and from 

“Descriptive Records. Department of Tennessee G.A.R.,” transcribed from microfilm by Robert 

Bailey, Kingston, TN.  


